October 20, 2021

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Maijority Leader, United States Senate Speaker, United States House of Representatives

Dear Maijority Leader Schumer and Speaker Pelosi:

As you face many decisions in the coming week concerning the Build Back Better human and climate
infrastructure package, we ask that you please prioritize and protect the vital investments in
agricultural climate research, agricultural innovation, and agricultural research infrastructure. The
$7.75 billion agricultural research investment, or just 0.2% of the proposed original total reconciliation
package, underlies the tools necessary to build climate resilience and food security for all Americans.

Our agriculture and food system is highly vulnerable to climate change. From multi-year droughts, heat and
forest fires to hurricanes and flooding, our farmers, ranchers, and foresters need innovative and powerful
tools to weather the storms that are now arriving with greater force and frequency. R&D investments also
impact American’s access to a sustainable, equitable and healthy food supply.

A recent study found that U.S. public spending on food and agriculture R&D returns, on average, $17 in
benefits for every $1 invested. Despite this incredible return, the United States’ share of global agricultural
R&D investment has decreased significantly in the last half-century, going from 20 percent to 8.9 percent.

These proposed investments are a generational down payment to fill critical R&D gaps and climate-proof
our food system -- realizing agriculture’s beneficial role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
supporting carbon sequestration. They provide funding for USDA research, the land grant colleges and
universities, as well as tribal colleges and universities, historically Black colleges and universities, and
Extension programs throughout the nation. Without these investments, we will face food supply shortages
as well as an inability to mitigate climate change by storing carbon in our soils and forests.

Modern agricultural research and education facilities serve as the backbone of our nation’s cutting-edge
innovations, but unfortunately this research infrastructure has been woefully neglected for many years due
to lack of sufficient funds. A recent study showed that 69% of buildings at U.S. colleges of agriculture are
at the end of their useful life. This lack of investment stymies potential innovation and must be reversed so
that our nation’s top scientists can develop critical tools to enable our food system to weather climate
change.

We look forward to working with you to make these critical investments for the agriculture and food sector.
Sincerely,
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CC: The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chair, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry
The Honorable David Scott, Chair, House Agriculture Committee



